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We recently elected a new leader of the Official 
Opposition, Tim Hudak, MPP for Niagara 
West-Glanbrook. I have served with Tim both 
in the Legislature and in Cabinet and believe 
that he is going to be a strong voice for the 
people of Ontario.  
 
Already Tim has been travelling across the 
province talking to people about the impact of 
the HST.  
 
He is also putting his team in place to ensure 
we are ready to hold the government to 
account when the Legislature resumes next 
month. This includes adding a new critic for 
revenue and government accountability who 
will focus on fighting the HST tax grab. 
 
I am pleased that Tim has asked me to 
continue my work as Critic for Agriculture and 
Food, as well as take on new responsibility for 
rural affairs. He has also asked me to take on 
a new role as chair of the Legislative Standing 
Committee on Government Agencies, which 
reviews the operations of government 
agencies, board and commissions. 
 
While these are exciting challenges my priority, 
as always, remains representing the people of 
Oxford. I have enjoyed seeing and hearing 
from many people at events this summer. I 
hope that you and your family will join me at 
my annual Pig Roast in the Park on August 22. 
 

Annual Pig Roast in the Park 
 

Ernie Hardeman MPP 
will be holding his 

Annual Pig Roast in the Park 
Saturday August 22nd 

starting at 4:00 pm 
at the Boathouse in 

Southside Park, Woodstock 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

McGuinty’s HST Tax Grab 
 

In this year’s budget Dalton McGuinty announced another massive tax 
increase for Ontarians – the Harmonized Sales Tax (HST). 
 
The HST will increase sales tax from 5% to 13% on hundreds of items 
that were previously PST exempt. This includes gasoline, home 
heating fuel, internet access, newspapers, haircuts, car repairs, vet 
bills and even morning coffee at Tim Hortons. 
 
Werham Wealth Management, a London investment counselling firm, 
calculated that the additional cost in tax for a senior will be $1,561 per 
year. This calculation was based on a typical retired couple receiving 
an after tax income of $41,000 per year. 
 
To find out how much the HST tax grab will cost you please visit 
www.ErnieHardemanMPP.com and try the tax calculator. 
 
Ernie Hardeman launched a petition against the HST tax grab. If you 
are opposed to the tax please take a minute to download the petition 
from Ernie’s website and circulate it or drop by Ernie Hardeman’s office 
at 12 Perry Street in Woodstock to sign it. Ernie will present the 
petitions in the Legislature when it resumes next month. 
 

Hawkins Gignac Act - Update 
 

Ernie Hardeman is continuing to 
press the government to pass his 
private member’s bill and ensure that 
all Ontario families have the 
protection of a carbon monoxide 
detector in their home.   
 
On April 2, Bill 143, the Hawkins 
Gignac Act (Carbon Monoxide 
Detectors), 2008 unanimously 
passed second reading in the 
Legislature. Family, colleagues and 
friends of the Hawkins family attended the debate to support the bill. 
  
The Hawkins Gignac Act would require functioning carbon monoxide 
alarms in all homes in Ontario. Ernie Hardeman introduced the bill after 
the Hawkins family tragically succumbed to carbon monoxide 
poisoning when their gas fireplace exhaust became blocked. 
 
On May 22, First Alert Canada supported Ernie Hardeman’s efforts to 
protect people from carbon monoxide poisoning by donating 75 
detectors to Operation Sharing in Woodstock for distribution. 

 
Office of the Worker Adviser 

 
Oxford residents will now be able to access the services of the Office 
the Worker Adviser in Ernie Hardeman’s constituency office. 
Approximately once a month, representatives from the Office of the 
Worker Adviser will be available to provide counselling and assist with 
Workplace Safety and Insurance Board matters. For information or to 
book an appointment please call 1-800-263-9209. 

Ernie Hardeman MPP –  12 Perry Street, Woodstock  –  519-537-5222 – www.ErnieHardemanMPP.com 
 

Please feel free to share this newsletter with anyone 
you think would be interested. If you received this 
copy from a friend and would like to receive future 
editions please e-mail Ernie.Hardeman@pc.ola.org. 


